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to benefit Isaiah 58 Ministries  

September 14, 2013 
at  

Hope United Church of Christ 
6273 Eichelberger St. 
St. Louis, MO  63109 

 

Doors openñ6:00 p.m.  
First Questionñ7:00 p.m.  

 

$15 per person 
Or 

$100 for a table of 8 
(save $20) 

Come in your best 70õs outfit for a chance to 
wine the òBest Dressedó contest 

 

Bring refreshments for your table or 
purchase retro snacks, beverages and beer at 

the event 
 

Call 314-776-1410 to reserve your table today! 



 

ISAIAH  58 M INISTRIES WELCOMES NEW 

HUNGER PROGRAM  D IRECTOR 

On July 29, 2013 Isaiah 58 Ministries 

welcomed a new Hunger Program Director to 

the ministry.  Darryl Luckett brings with him 

a wealth of life experience, including several 

years of military service where he served in 

Dessert Storm and traveled the world in 

service to our country.  After a wonderful 

interview and glowing recommendations 

from his references, we are very excited to 

welcome him to our staff.  I asked Darryl to 

share a few words about himself. 

I was raised in University City and graduated 

from University City High School in June, 1979.  I then joined the 

U.S. Marine Corps attaining the rank of sergeant while serving as 

an embassy guard in various foreign countries.  After Desert 

Storm, I discharged from the Marine Corps and went to work for 

Citicorp, Paramount Pictures Distribution, Anheuser Busch and 

the U.S. Postal Service. 

While employed by the Postal Service, I made a series of bad 

decisions that ultimately led me to serving time in prison.  

However, while in prison I took advantage of the various 

programs offered to rehabilitate myself.  I was fortunate enough 

to get into the ñPuppies for Paroleò program and successfully 

train rescue dogs in obedience training for reintegration with an 

adoptive family.  Because of the opportunity this program 

afforded me, I was successful in training over 13 dogs for 

placement with loving families. 

In addition, I developed and wrote a program, ñYouth and 

Families at Riskò (YAFAR), that is designed to identify families 

that are at-risk due to parental absenteeism, substance abuse, 

Darryl Luckett, our new 
Hunger Program Director 

continued on page 3 
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October 9, 2013 
9:00 a.m.¹3:00 p.m. 

 

Isaiah 58 Ministries 

2149 South Grand Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO  63104 

314-776-1410 

Free Mammograms 

For uninsured and underinsured 

women over the age of 40 

Must call for an appointment 

314-776-1410 

 

Free blood pressure check 

provided by CHIPS 

Free glucose check 

provided by The Kilo Foundation 

 

Information Booths include: 

American Lung Association 

Connections to Success 

Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Vatterott College 

Womenõs Place 

 

 

Free lunch and gift bags for all attendees 
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ST. LOUIS AREA CROP WALK  

TO BE HELD ON OCTOBER 13, 2013  

ANNUAL  BACK TO  SCHOOL  FAIR 

HELD ON AUGUST 10, 2013  

This yearôs Back-to-School Fair was held on 

Saturday, August 10th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. at Isaiah 58 Ministries. 

Backpacks and school supplies were distributed 

to approximately 50 children in the community.   

With the help of several volunteers from 

Compton Heights Christian Church and 

Southminster Presbyterian 

Church, the children and their 

parents completed KidStar 

Safety Child Identification 

Kits which included taking photos, 

fingerprinting, recording height and weight, and 

providing DNA samples of their children.  The 

event was topped off with hotdogs, chips and 

lemonade for everyone. 

Thank you to everyone who donated school 

supplies and a special thank you to Southminster 

Presbyterian Church for providing 100 

backpacks for the event.    

Dr. Cestari measures the 
height and weight of a 

participant. 

Carrying their new 
backpacks, children fill 

out their child 

identification kits with 
the help from a 

volunteer. 

Join us on Sunday, October 13, 2013 at 

Eden Theological Seminary, 475 E. 

Lockwood Ave., in Webster Groves for 

the CROP Walk to help end hunger.  

Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. followed 

at 1:30 p.m. with a brief program and the 

ñstep-offò.  Please note that 25% of all funds raised support local 

organizations, including Isaiah 58 Ministries. 
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Pssst!  A little birdie told me Isaiah 58 

Ministries has a Twitter account.  Their 

handle is ñisaiah58stlò.  Check them out 

as they share whatôs going on at the 

ministry! 

incarceration, juvenile delinquency, unemployment and lack of 

education.  This ten week program targets those problematic 

areas through a comprehensive and intensive study into the root 

causes and effects of their behavior and forces the participants to 

focus on their thoughts, feelings, and behaviors thereby 

eliminating the need to blame others. 

Upon release from prison in December, 2012, I was able to 

transition into the Project COPE housing program for men and 

women returning to society. 

Project COPE, through an intensive selection process, affords 

those in the program the opportunity to live in their own 

apartment for up to eight months while acclimating back into 

society and the workforce, all the while preparing the individual 

to live independently. 

I currently also mentor at the Covenant House for homeless youth 

believing it is important to give back to the society that I once 

disregarded.  To keep just one individual from experiencing 

prison while expressing their self-worth is life-changing and 

valuable to me. 

I am excited for the opportunity to serve as the Hunger Program 

Director at Isaiah 58 Ministries.  In the short time I have been 

working here I have found it to be a very rewarding and 

challenging job because it affords me the opportunity to connect 

with people who are similar in status to me and because I am 

able to empathize with them. 

Please join me in welcoming Darryl to our staff! 

New Hunger Program Director (continued) 
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Dr. Valeria Cestari heard about Isaiah 58 

Ministries through a friend and decided to 

attend our Silent Auction and Wine Tasting 

event in May of this year.  After learning 

about the many ways Isaiah 58 Ministries is 

seeking to provide opportunities for 

healthier living for the people within the 

community, Dr. Cestari knew she wanted to 

become more involved in the ministry. 

She met with Executive Director, Rev. Brenda Booth, toured the 

facilities, and together they began brainstorming ways in which 

she could share her expertise and help the ministry. 

Fast forward to today. . . 

We are very excited to have Dr. Cestari (or Dr. ñVò as Darryl 

calls her), volunteering her time at the ministry twice a week as a 

health educator.  She is quite an amazing woman who is fluent in 

four languages, is involved in many different organizations and 

associations throughout the world and is very committed to 

assisting others in living healthy and productive lives. 

Since beginning her time here, Dr. Cestari has spent countless 

hours organizing and getting health information up to date and 

readily available for clients to use.  She takes blood pressures for 

clients and is coordinating upcoming healthy lifestyles events 

such as our annual Womenôs Health Fair that will be held in 

October.  Please join me in welcoming Dr. Cestari to our team of 

incredible and committed volunteers. 

Donôt forget to ñLikeò us on Facebook to 

get all the latest updates and pictures of 

what is going on at Isaiah 58 Ministries. 

AREA DOCTOR  VOLUNTEERS T IME 

AND  EXPERTISE TO  ISAIAH  58 M INISTRIES 
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S-E-L-F PROGRAM 

(STRENGTH  & EMPOWERMENT LIFTING  FAMILIES) 

On June 4, 2013 and continuing 

through July 9, 2013, Isaiah 58 

Ministries collaborated with two 

other food pantries, (St. Cronanôs 

and St. Margaret of Scotland) to 

offer a great educational and 

empowerment program for its clients. 

This program was developed to promote systemic change in the 

lives of clients in order to improve their quality of life and 

promote greater independence.  Each pantry made the 

commitment to recruit 5-7 families who would make the pledge 

to attend all six SELF sessions and participate in all aspects of the 

classes.  Because this was a pilot program, the food pantries made 

a special effort to recruit clients who would be able to provide 

helpful feedback in order to improve the program for the future. 

Each participant was assigned to a mentor who worked with them 

to better understand and navigate the program.  

The evening began with a healthy meal 

followed by various speakers sharing 

information on a variety of topics from 

eating well and managing finances, to 

the essentials of education, to improving 

job hunting and interviewing skills.. 

Participants also received incentives 

each week that helped to organize their 

lives and stay motivated.  

We are proud to say that 15 individuals graduated from our first 

SELF Program and are looking forward to brighter futures with 

the help of their newly gained knowledge and support from their 

mentors. 

Graduates from the SELF Program 

Isaiah 58 Ministries  Page 9 



 

On May 21, 2013 Isaiah 58 Ministries 

hosted its 4th annual Silent Auction and 

Wine Tasting at Mangia Italiano 

Restaurant on South Grand.  What an 

awesome venue for this event!   

It was an incredible evening filled with 

activity.  Board 

member and 

wine 

connoisseur Ken DeNeal shared delicious 

wines from both the local winery, Yellow 

Farmhouse Vineyard, and from around the 

world while Mangia Italiano Restaurant 

provided an abundance of delicious food for 

attendees.   

The amazing band Wack-A-Doo once 

again provided upbeat, toe-tapping music 

throughout the evening, moving several 

people, both young and old,  to get up and 

dance.   

Attendees had the opportunity bid on 

many different items including various art 

pieces, themed baskets, a helicopter lesson 

and a night at an area bed 

and breakfast.   

Many thanks go to all the board members for their help 

in organizing and setting up for the event and thank you 

to everyone for your participation.  A special thank you 

goes out to Jeff and Collier, owners of Mangia Italiano, 

for providing an incredible venue and for taking such 

wonderful care of us throughout the evening! 

See You All Again Next Year! 

SILENT  AUCTION /W INE TASTING  A 

HUGE SUCCESS 

Ken DeNeal offers wine for the 
tasting to Darrell Hughes. 

Owners of Mangia Italiano, Jeff 
and Collier take a break with 

Melissa Stromblad. 

Wack-A-Doo entertains the crowd, 
driving many to uncontrollable fits of 

toe-tapping fun. 

Kate Hagel finds a 
partner for dancing. 
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CHORAL  CONCERT TO  BE HELD 

OCTOBER 6TH  AT  ST. LUCAS UCC 

Isaiah 58 Ministries is hosting a 

Choral Concert on October 6, 2013 at 

St. Lucas United Church of Christ.  

The event will begin at 2:00 p.m. in 

the church sanctuary.   

We are eagerly anticipating several 

area congregational and civic choirs 

participating in this Sunday afternoon event and encourage 

everyone to join us for an afternoon of beautiful and diverse 

melody.  The concert is free and open to the public.  A free-will 

offering will be accepted. 

********** 

If you belong to a church or civic chorus and would like to be 

part of this wonderful and inspiring event, please contact Rev. 

Brenda Booth at 314-776-1410.   

Fall, 2013 marks 20 years of Isaiah 58 

Ministriesô Buy-A-Bird Campaign!  That is 

20 years of raising funds to ensure that 

those less fortunate are blessed with 

abundant meals during the 

holiday season. 

As the summer begins to fade into fall, keep your 

eyes open for more information about this yearôs 

ñWhen Pigs Flyò Buy-A-Bird Campaign.  

CELEBRATING 20 Y EARS OF 

BUY-A-BIRD! 
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ANNUAL  MEETING/A WARDS D INNER RECOGNIZES 

VOLUNTEERS AND  LOCAL  AGENCY 

On March 27, 2013 we held our Annual 

Meeting/Awards Dinner for Isaiah 58 

Ministries.  There were approximately 50 

individuals in attendance as we celebrated the 

many years of service to the South Saint Louis 

community.   

The gathering took place at Compton Heights 

Christian Church with a wonderful meal once 

again catered by Lucasek Catering.    

Following dinner, volunteers were recognized 

for their dedication to the ministry and their selfless service to those in 

need.  The volunteers include:   

On Site:  Dan Nguyen, Rynee Fields, Lawrence 

Johnson and Judith Macdonald 

Southminster Presbyterian Church (who helps 

organize our Peace Pantry food distribution 

twice a month):  Stella Gault, Enid Harris, 

Carole Heiland, Connie Hoff, Jim Jordan, 

LaNita Vogt, and Sharon Yaeger 

Thank you also to the many organizations that 

assisted throughout the year with special 

projects. 

 The highlight of the evening was the recognition of this yearôs J.I.M. 

Award recipient.  This year the award went to the Shaw Neighborhood 

Improvement Association (SNIA).  Over the past year SNIA has been 

working very closely with Isaiah 58 Ministries on many different 

levels.  In addition, many volunteers have emerged within the 

neighborhood, helping with various tasks throughout the year.  Thank 

you SNIA, for all that you do. 

The 2013 Board leadership was recognized as well.  Our leadership is: 

Board ChairðDeborah Wiethop (Oak Hill Presbyterian Church) 

Vice ChairðJudith MacDonald (St. Johnôs Episcopal Church) 

Lawrence Johnson (SNIA 
President) accepts the J.I.M. 

Award on behalf of the Shaw 

Neighborhood Improvement 
Association. 

Some of the many volunteers 
that help ensure Isaiah 58 

Ministries runs smoothly. 

continued on page 7 
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ISAIAH  58 M INISTRIES PROVIDES COMMUNITY  WIDE 

MEAL ON  HOLY SATURDAY  

During the 2013Lenten Season, Isaiah 58 

Ministries and Compton Heights Christian 

Church collaborated to provide a community 

wide meal on Holy Saturday (the day before 

Easter).  It was attended by over 80 individuals 

who enjoyed turkey, ham and all the fixinôs. 

Thelonius Lee, a member of Compton Heights 

Christian Church, along with assistance from his 

wife, Charlsi, worked tirelessly preparing the food to ensure there was 

enough for everyone.  With his marvelous cooking skills and the 

healthy appetites of all those in attendance, the food was quickly and 

eagerly consumed. 

Each child received a gift bag that was 

provided by Calvary Presbyterian Church. 

We anticipate making this an annual event in 

order to provide an opportunity for everyone 

within our community to come together over 

great food and wonderful fellowship. 

Our chef, Lee, and his wife, 
Charlsi, are all smiles. 

Everyone enjoyed a great meal! 

Annual Meeting/Awards Dinner (continued ) 

SecretaryðLaNita Vogt (Southminster 

Presbyterian Church) 

TreasurerðDave Boger (Compton Heights CC) 

Other Board members include: 

Ken DeNeal (Hope United Church of Christ) 

Norman Haines (Bonhomme Presbyterian 

Church) 

James Hampton (Client Representative) 

Darrell Hughes (Compton Heights CC) 

Leslie Latham (Compton Heights CC) 

Howard Miller (Tyler Place Presbyterian 

Church) 

Carol Sewald (Southminster Presbyterian 

Church)  

2013 Board Members (from 
left to right).  Howard Miller, 

Judith MacDonald, Darrell 

Hughes, Deborah Wiethop, 
LaNita Vogt, Brenda Booth, 

Dave Boger, Leslie Latham, 

Carol Sewald.  Not pictured:  
Ken DeNeal, Norman Haines, 

James Hampton 
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